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By Roger Morgan-Grenville. Published by Icon Books, £16.99.
Buy now from:

® Amazon UK

® Bookshop
® Hive

® Waterstones

ROGER MORGAN-GRENVILLE
Author of Liguid Gold

SHEARWATER

A Bird, An Ocean, and a Long Way Home

A captivating mix of memoir, travel and ornithological obsession, this book tracks
both the physical ocean wanderings of the manx shearwater (from nest to
adulthood) alongside the intellectual journeys the bird carves in the mind of the
author (from boyhood discoveries on Mull, to military service and a naturalist’s
enduring curiosity).

En route, down the wild Atlantic edge from Rum to Scilly, the author interacts with
conservationists, scientists, landowners and NGOs devoted to seabird research
and public engagement. There are necessary nods to those pioneers of island
ecology and bird behaviour who shaped our contemporary understandings and
the impressive new generation of devoted PhD students providing fresh insights to
inform twenty-first century marine conservation policy.

Human stories, of success and failure, sit alongside epic avian journeys. A book not
just for seabirders or island-addicts, but for all who have ever gazed longingly out
to sea and pondered vast possibilities and connections.

Reviewed by Dr Rob Lambert, academic and birder
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“based on Mull and around

SHEARWATER ROGER MORGAN-GRENVILLE
ICON BOOKS, HB. £16.99

This is a book that follows the Manx
Shearwater for a full year. Not from
the comfort of a scientist’s office,
but actually following the birds
down to Patagonia to see them in
their winter quarters! Roger started

birding at an early age and saw his
first Manx Shearwaters off Mull,

where he spent his holidays as a
boy. They were number 83 on
his bird list, but became number
one in his life. This is a great read
full of stories, especially those

Roger’s career.
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